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peace in the Middle East, peace in South 
Asia. There’s no doubt we can do that, 
if we’re tough and strong and determined 
to speak clearly and always defend free-
dom. And at home, we can eliminate those 
pockets of despair. We can help people 
with love. 

And the reason I’m optimistic is because 
I know America. America is full of the fin-
est people on the face of the Earth. Amer-
ica is the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth. Thank you for coming. May God 
bless, and God bless America. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 28, 2002 

Good morning. On Thursday, I met with 
Democratic and Republican Members of 
Congress to discuss the threat posed by 
the Iraqi regime. The security of our coun-
try is the commitment of both political par-
ties and the responsibility of both the Presi-
dent and the Congress. We are united in 
our determination to confront this urgent 
threat to America. 

We’re moving toward a strong resolution 
authorizing the use of force, if necessary, 
to defend our national security interests 
against the threat posed by Saddam Hus-
sein. And by passing this resolution, we will 
send a clear message to the world commu-
nity and to the Iraqi regime: The demands 
of the United Nations Security Council 
must be followed; the Iraqi dictator must 
be disarmed. These requirements will be 
met, or they will be enforced. 

The danger to our country is grave, and 
it is growing. The Iraqi regime possesses 
biological and chemical weapons, is rebuild-
ing the facilities to make more and, accord-
ing to the British Government, could 
launch a biological or chemical attack in 
as little as 45 minutes after the order is 
given. The regime has longstanding and 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:38 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Phoenix Civic Plaza. In 
his remarks, he referred to Jerry Colangelo, 
managing general partner, Arizona 
Diamondbacks; Nancy Salmon, wife of can-
didate Matt Salmon; Rick Renzi, candidate 
for Arizona’s First Congressional District; 
Mayor Anton E. ‘‘Skip’’ Rimsza of Phoenix; 
P. Robert Fannin, chairman, Arizona Repub-
lican Party; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida 
operative suspected of helping to plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who 
was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

continuing ties to terrorist groups, and 
there are Al Qaida terrorists inside Iraq. 
This regime is seeking a nuclear bomb and 
with fissile material could build one within 
a year. 

Iraq has already used weapons of mass 
death against another country and against 
its own citizens. The Iraqi regime practices 
the rape of women, as a method of intimi-
dation, and the torture of dissenters and 
their children. And for more than a decade, 
that regime has answered Security Council 
resolutions with defiance and bad faith and 
deception. 

We know that the Iraqi regime is led 
by a dangerous and brutal man. We know 
he is actively seeking the destructive tech-
nologies to match his hatred. And we know 
that he must be stopped. The dangers we 
face will only worsen from month to month 
and year to year. To ignore these threats 
is to encourage them, and when they have 
fully materialized, it may be too late to 
protect ourselves and our allies. By then, 
the Iraqi dictator will have had the means 
to terrorize and dominate the region, and 
each passing day could be the one on 
which the Iraqi regime gives anthrax or VX 
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nerve gas or, someday, a nuclear weapon 
to a terrorist group. 

We refuse to live in this future of fear. 
We are determined to build a future of 
security and peace for ourselves and for 
the world. The Members of Congress from 
both political parties with whom I met this 
week are committed to American leader-
ship for the good of all nations. The resolu-
tion we are producing will be an instrument 
of that leadership. 

I appreciate the spirit in which Members 
of Congress are considering this vital issue. 
We’re making progress. We are nearing 

agreement, and soon we will speak with 
one voice. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:07 p.m. 
on September 26 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on September 28. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 27 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Death of Representative Patsy T. Mink 
September 30, 2002 

Laura and I are saddened by the news tirelessly for the causes she supported, and 
of the passing of Congresswoman Patsy our Nation is grateful to her for her long 
Mink. Our thoughts and prayers are with record of public service. 
her family and friends. Patsy Mink fought 

Statement on Signing the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 

September 30, 2002 

I have today signed into law H.R. 1646, 
the ‘‘Foreign Relations Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Year 2003.’’ This Act authorizes ap-
propriations, and provides important new 
authorities, for diplomatic and related ac-
tivities of the U.S. Government. Many pro-
visions in the Act will strengthen our ability 
to advance American interests around the 
globe, including nonproliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and to meet our 
international commitments, including those 
to the United Nations. Regrettably, the Act 
contains a number of provisions that 
impermissibly interfere with the constitu-
tional functions of the presidency in foreign 
affairs, including provisions that purport to 

establish foreign policy that are of signifi-
cant concern. 

The executive branch shall construe as 
advisory the provisions of the Act, including 
sections 408, 616, 621, 633, and 1343(b), 
that purport to direct or burden the con-
duct of negotiations by the executive 
branch with foreign governments, inter-
national organizations, or other entities 
abroad or which purport to direct executive 
branch officials to use the U.S. voice and 
vote in international organizations to 
achieve specified foreign policy objectives. 
Such provisions, if construed as mandatory 
rather than advisory, would impermissibly 
interfere with the President’s constitutional 
authorities to conduct the Nation’s foreign 

1697 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2009-12-22T12:00:41-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




